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THE PRESIDENT'S MEBSAGE.

In the clearest and plainest of English
President Clevelana has made hls sugges.
tions to CONZEress,

The messuge, read in both houses simul.
taneously on Tuesduy, is not only the first
messaga sent by President Clevelund to
congress, but it is the first that hus eman
ated from a Democratic Executive inu
quarter of a century,

Of all the messages of late years not one
was 80 looked forward to or so curefully
sennned when it made its appearance.

Not less anxiety wis manifested by those
who bitterly opposed the president, a8 to
what it would contain, than by those who
were during the contest nmd are  now

staunchly his friends.

To those who thus apposed Tam it reveals
President Cleveland as & wise anil prudent
statesman, nnd to those who were and are
his friends it 15 but & confirmution of thedr
wisdom in supporting him.

It shows him to ba ux purely & husiness
mau in public affairs 45 be was o the con
duct of his own private interests, and that
in discharging the duties of his oflice he is
not luying aside wll husiness rules and prin
ciples to fndulge in vargar fes and theoriz
ing.

Every line and every word in the mes
sage but strengthens the helief that with
him “public office Is a publie trust,” held
for the benefit of the people and not for
purposes of private giinand personal ends
It is thorongly illustrutive of his integrity
of character and strength of purpose to so
administer the aflulrs of government ns to
have ull the people benetitted by its proper

conduct and not a fuvored fow,

By this message the President bas com-
pletely allayed ull fears that may have hi@n
honestly entertained by the business inter
asts of the country and completely refuted
those who wickedly tuught that a change
In administratlon meant ruin to the com.
mercial affairs of the country. In all its
parts the message is wise and conservative
—determined in the suggestion of peeded
reforms but counseling the wisdom  of
moderation in bringing them about.

The parts of the message that have at.
tracted the most attention and called forth
the greatest comment are those devoted to
the “Turifl,”" the “Silver" question, the
*“Mormon" question and “Civil Service."

Whilst we would have preferred to have
had the president more explicit upon the
subject of tariff reform, yet we are content
as the president’s utterances in his messaga
taken In connection with those contained
in the report of the Secretury of the Treas
ury, show a determination on s part to
bring about if possible a reduction In the
amount of excess of revenue annually ac-
cumulated from our false and illy.adjusted
tarifl system.

Upon this subject the president gnys that 3
“the fuct that our revenues are in excess of
the actual needs of an economical sidminis-
tration of the government justitiesa redue.
tion in the amount exacted from the people
for its support,” and that government “is
naver better administered and s true splrit
i4 pever botter observed than when the
peoples’ taxation for it2 support is scrupu.
lously limited to the actual necessity of ex.
penditures and distributed according to a
just and equitable plan "

His remedy is to reduce “the revenues
derlved from a tax upon imported necessa.
ries of 1ife,” and “thus directly lessen the
cost of living in every family in the land,
and release to the public in every family in
the land, and in every humble home a
larger mensure of the rewurds of frugal
Industry.”

Upon the subject of the suspension of a
further coinage of “silver” dollars, the
message I8 very explicit and Is in aecord
with the sentiments expressed in the War.
ner letter of February. The reasons given
Ly the president fully justify him In advis
Ing such suspension. The continued and
com pulsory coinage of silver without either
the means or the disposition to clroulate It
must Inevitably bring financml  disaster
upon us,  The fact that it has oot already
created & marked toancial disturbance he
sauys has resulted from good fortune amd not
hecause no harm cun be wronght by unlim.
ited and continued coinage.  As the presi.
dent very tersely says:

We have now on hand sll the silver dol
lurs nwfnmrf to supply the present needs
of the people, and o satisly those who
from seutiment wish to see them in cireu
latiom, nod I their colnnge is suspended
they can be readily obtsined by all who
desire them. If the need of more is at any
time lp]ll!lﬂilﬂ. their colnage may be re.
mewed. That disaster has not already over.
tnken us furnished no proof that danger
doss not wait upon a continustion ot the
presant silver coinage. We have been
saved by the most careful mansgement and
upusual expadients, by a combination of
fortunate conditions and by a confident ex
pactation that the commerca of the govern.
ment in regard to silver coinage would be
speadily changed by an action of congress.
Prosperity hesitates upon our threshold be.
cause of dangers and uncertsinties sur.
roundlog thls question. Capital timidly
shrinks from trude, and Investors are un
willing to take the chance of the question
able shape in which their money will be
returned to them, while enterprise halts nt
s risk against which care and sagucious
wanagement do not protect. As a4 neces
w consequence Jubor lacks employment

suffering and distress are visited upon
a on of our fellow.citizens especially
entitled to the careful considerstion of
those charged with the duties of legislation
No loterest appeals to us so strongly for a
safe and stable currency as the vast army
of the unemployed,

The democratic party cannot afford to as.
sume any wavering financial policy. In the
past It has suffered much from the vagaries
of demagogiam, and inthls natter it must
Iisten to the dictates of business principles

by the theories of an empty sentimentalsm.

-'l'lu' ylgorous treatment of the “Mor.
mon” uestion is In live with that com
menced during the last year of President
Arthins term, nnd carries out to thelr Hmit
the stutement made by the president wlien
be wis called upon by the Mormon deles
tion that the law relative to  polyguiny
should and must be enforced.

We trust that congress will act on the
sygrestion made “that 8 Iuw be passed to
prevent the importation of Mormons into
this country.  With such s lnw enic ted nnd
viroronsly enforced the Mormon” problem
[ woulil not be so difficult of solution

Despite the criticism that has been prssed
upon the presilent by many within the
runks of bis own party, for his belief in
Civil Service Reform, uwnd the speering
remarks of those openly oppesed to him,
Le §s ns tenacious of his taith in it ason
the duy of his inaugiration, aod spenking
doubtless from hLis personsl  experience
with the ofilce seeking class since bis io

duction into the presidentinl office and his

coming to know how oftices hiad hieretofore
heen dispensed, he says: “Civil service
reform came pone too goon to check the
;[lr'-‘;frf--: of politien] demoralization™

No subject nppeals so exrnestly to the
supporters of President Clevelund as does
this snbject of civil service Thut he is
right in the position sssumed by him all
His position is but the result

must Know,
and the logical outcome of o proper con
ception of the conduct of the government

exucting rules of business should be ap
plied to the transaction of affuirs of state
s in the conduct of individual mutters,
wCivll gervice reform™ is a tenching that
appenls to the putriotism of the citizen It
does not destroy proper partisanship—it is|
destructive simply of a parrow ]wr.-nrml‘
greed for office—an exil so fasttuking hold
upon our people as to make it anfimpern-
tive duty on the purt of all good citizens,
irrespective of party affilistions, to aid the
president in his determination to root itout:
The seeking and holding of an oftice for
the good of the public service is right and
proper, Lut the securing of it simply to
prostitute it to party ends is an evil, and
nothing but an evil,
To ull onr resders we commend for their |
careful rending President Clevelund's first
|

annuusl message |

FOR LIFE OR DEATH. |

The Trial of Peter A. Weast for
the Murder of Thos, B. Parks
Occupies the Attention of
the Court this Week.

ANOTHER NOTABLE MURDER TRIAL,

WEAST'S MASCOT.

Not since the celebrated trinl of William
Russell has the eriminal court of this county
aftracted 8o much attention as durng the |
pnst week, when Peter Weast, of Streator,
was brought before the bar to answer for the
death of Thomas Parks, of Benson. The
Russell case was one suflicient to sisken the
stoutest heart with ils revolting herrors, It
was one of the foulest erimes that ever cov-
ergd with the blood of its vietim the fuir
name of any county in this siate. On Moy
ti, 1878, little Maggio Cuddy, » child searce-
ly nine years of age, left her home near Uticn
to go to & neighbor's for o kitten.  That was
the lust ween of her alive. Two weeks after
her boly was found in n ravine near the tun
nel on the Rock Island road. On the body
was found & stone weighing 300 pounds and
another weighing 6. There were unmis-
takahle evidences that the child had been
ravished. Walsh. & young man who was
subsequently arrested, but afterwards liber-
ated, testified that “she was alive anld kick-

ing when they pul her under the water'™ and
rolled the huge stones on her little body.
The trinl began on Oct, 2K of the same year,
snd on Nov. O fullowing s verdiet was brought
in by the jury of =Not guilty.” That Wil-
linm Russell eommitted this worsge than mur-
derons deed, for which poor little Maggie
Cuddy suffered n horrible death, and for
which her blood still cries aloud to heaven
for vengeance, those familinr with the history
of that remarkable trial and sequittal firmly
believe, nnd will until time slall be no more.
In that case s sense of outraged justice was
given expression in the verdict of scquittal,
There is but little or no parallel, however,
between these cases,  In the trinl of Russell
there were no mitigating circumstances s
in that of Wenst, which began on Monday.
In hoth of these cases James W, Duncan and
E. F. Bull figured conspicuously ns leading
counsel for the defense, materinlly aided in
this instance by the fine Lislian hand of Geo,
W. W.Blake, who has of Inte years acquired
s repulation as one of the ublest eriminnl
lnwyers nt the Ottawa bar

It will be remembered that on Friday al-
ternoon, Oct. ¥, between the hours of 2 and
4 o'clock, the shooting of Thomas B. Parks
occurred, in room 4% of the Plumb House,
Streator. The bullet took effect in his left
thigh, severing the femoral artery. After
enduring several surgical operations, one of
them, the last, the ampuiation of the leg,
and suffering uutold agonies for three weeks,
he died Sunday, Nov, 1, at u quarter past b
in the morning. As he was dying he made
a solemn protestation of his innoeence of the
charge of undue intimacy between Mrs,
Weast and himself.

In addition to the regular panel, a special
venire of 60 jurors had been ealled, who
were all on hand Monday naon, and the
work of impaneling  jury was begun st 2
o'clock. Previous to that every awnilable
seat in the Cireuit Court room was occupied
by an eager erowd ; the inclosure was almost
filled up with sttorneys snd those interested

_i belief in the truth that as many and s

|saying nt the time
[t be more enretul in the futore, and to keep

Judge Blanchard, Peter Weast, the defend-
ant, was broughit in by the depury sheriffs,
He ware & light blue uvercoat of brondeloth,
of the Prince Albert style; his hair was
¢losely cut, and Lix general appearance wis
:limt of much eare and study us to his toilet,
Soon afterwards he arose and followed his
|:tl!uruv}'n, Jag, W, Dunean, Geo, W. W, Blake,
L1, F. Bull and Clarence Griggs, to the jury
[ room fur consultation, The preseention hud
[for the interests of the peaple, slong with
State's Attorney Moloney, Henry Muyo, nnd
".'\. I'. Wright, of Streator. Near these gen-
[tlemen sat the brothers of the dead man, J.
Boand AT Parks, both of Ottwwn, Kansas,
"Ihe former is a denler in lands and live
stock, nnd the lutter is an agent fur a firm
lin Burlington, lows. Another brother, James,
i n resident ot Joliet, but he was not present.
C AL the ajournment of court the first day
[four jurars had heen obtained, A short time
previous to the sdjournment the prosecuting
attorney nrose nnd said that he wished to
make n stwement ; he wanted to know if s
min uwmed Lee, of Streator, was in the
gonrt lLea wis Ilu-ri.'u]um hrung}.t befure
the Judge, when Mr. Moloney made 1he fol-
“] have heen tolid thst

lowing sintement

this maun on last Saturday stated in Forbes' |

store, in the presence of bystanders, thut he
bl been summoned ns a member of the spe:
leinl Jury, andd that if selected as n juror he
would remain out forever before he brought
in n verdict of guilty, He stated that he
[would see the other jurors, snid that Mre
Dunean wanted himon the jury and Moloney
did not.  Such a man, your Honor, should
he severely reprimanded.”  The attorney
here read an athiaavit from Marshal Maher,
who wis present when Leemade the remnrks
(i Forbes' sture. The attorneys here got
mixed up in an alterontion in regard to the
matter, which wns promptly yalma]._-lwul hy
!Ju-lur Blanchard, who remarked that he did
not want any wrangling, Lee was permitied
to b henrd and mude s rambling sort of a
statement, in which he said that he had taken
faome liguor and didn't know what he was
After which he was told

a hetter ‘-_'_u|||"~l over hig netions und Tull*_"llt’.

Second Day.

Among the strangers in attendance Tues-
day morning when court opened was Mrs,
I'arks, wife of the mordered man, who was
nccompanied by her dnughter, aged ahout 12
yenrs,  She wis dressed in deep mourning,
und her tuce Lore the impresgion of much
suffering, A hiand=ome little blonde of per-
haps 16 came amd took s seat inside the
railing, having in charge Pete Wenst's liftle
Mascott,”" a pretty blnck.eyed little girl
of four or five, whom P'ete fondled nnil car-
ressed apparently with much paternal affee-
tion. There was John Fornof, of the
Streator Free Press, with his sharp, clean
shaven face and pointed nose, noting the
proceedings ; K. Nattinger, of the Zimes,
sat at the reporter's mble with the dignity
of & judge on the bench, and when lie went
ont betimes to Mitch's or Wash Holmes', he
would eall Sumuer Cullen or Dan Trainer to
take notes for him ; there was the intellee-
tunl Teuton of the Herold, Zwanzig, who
never wore & necktie, and whose blonde,
frowsy hair stood out from his head in all
directions as though he had just got up;
Beemus Armetrong, doing reportorial work
for the Streator Times, was there in all his
glory, the nestor of Jitawn newspaper repre.
sentutives ; McCabe, of the Juurnal, spent
two or three hours each day, went to his loft
and let lovse his imagination, which fre.
quently ran riot amid the facts in the case.
The Republican, /lobe and  Wochenblatt were
absent, but a second.hand account of the
case, furnished them from the other papers
by means of the shenrs, satisfied these enter.
prising fellows. By the time for adjourning
court Tuesdsy evening twelve jurors were
wecnred, whose numes nre as follows : Sam-
uel Patterson, Vermillion, farmer; August
Bruell, Jr., Earl, farmer; Geo, Weﬂtgftlﬂ.
Ophir, farmer; Geo. Flory, Wallace, farmer:
Gieo. 8. Rignor, Earl, stockman; Nelson
Davis, Duyton, carpenter: T..J. Moore, Fall
River, farmer; Dan. . O'Kane, Ottawa,
elerk : Peter Bernard, Ottawn, glass worker;
Davild Wylie, Oplir, furmer; D. II. Knight,
Adnmns, farmer, and Michael Metauley,
Giroveland, carpenter.  This body was eare-
fully selected by Me s«rs. Moloney and Bull
for their respective sides of the case. Tt is
not composed of any saloon keepers and
only in a few instances are thereany church
members,  They are an Intelligent looking
body of men and fully renlize the peculiar
anid responsible position in which they are
placed—one which they will never be likely
to forget—7for into their hands is entrusted
the life of o human being charged with one
of the highest erimes known to the laws,

Third Day

Promptly at 9 o'clock the sheriff's gavel
restored order in the court room and the
third day of the wurder trisl was ecom-
meneed, Wenst, the defendant, was brought
in bandeuffed by two stout strapping depu-
ties, and though the lnw prosounces him
innocent until he is proven guilty, yet it
permits n person to he frequently treated
wud made s public exhibition of a8 though
he were & condemned eriminal,  Mr. Bull
called the attention of the sheriff to this fuct
and n wordy altereation ensued, [t was
noted, however, that when the prisoner was
returned to the jail for his dinner that the
handeuffs were not used, The opening
statement was made by Mr. Moloney on the
part of the prosecution and oveupied about
an hour's time.  He ontlined the facts in
connectioun with the shooting as he under-
stood them, nod painted the character of the
defenduant Wenst in very black colors. It
would be shown, he said, that it was n de-
liberate murder and appealed to the jury to
not permit themselves to be swayel by Mr.
Duncan's eloguence

After the conclusion of Moloney's opening
statement the jury retired, and Mr. Bull
nrose nnd stated that he desired to make a
motion to the effect that Luther Lathin Mills,
who hud been engnged by the prosecution
and who was present in court to nssist the
prosecuting attorney, he excluded from 80
doing. He cited numerous nuthorities, and
after reading eopiously from law books the
court cut him off by stating that he believed
the counsel for the prosecution were abun.
dantly able to proceed with the trial. He
had no recollection of such a point being
ever betore raised during his practice st
the bar. That, ns Mr. Mills was not present
when the jury was empanelled, no other
counsel would be permitted to come in and
tuke part in the case. In & conversation
with & representative of this paper Mr.
Mills smid that it wis legal to debar him
from taking part in the trisl.  Moloney said
shat hereafter no counsel would be allowed
by him to tuke part in any case in which bhe
rrprcnmml the people, There was consid-
erable feeling over the exclusion of Mr.
Mills, but he did not take it as s discour.
tesy, knowing that if he was permitted to
engnge in the case it could be went back for
s new trinl should the defendsnt be con-
victedd, A, S, Trude, of Chicago, who was
originally retaiped, was upable to be pres-
ent on sccount of sickness, sad Mr. Nli'!a
was engaged in his place, but his coming in
#o late into the cane ruled him out,

Senator Duncan then stepped furward and

psunl foreible and highly eloquent manner,
and sald to the jury that his understanding
of the case was that they should either hang
Weast or let him go free.  He spoke of the
great  responsibilities of the jury, afler
which be gave n personsl history of the de-
fendunt, Weast, he said, wus born on a
farm near Metamora, in Woodford county,
anid was 38 yeirs of age.  His parents were
Germans, and came to this country a few
venrs before he was horn.  lle worked on
the farm until he was 16 years of age, and
for three years after he worked out ns a
farm laborer. He then rented o farm in
Iroqudis county. The prosecution said he
was n man of means, such was not the ense.
e was obliged to spend all that he could
serape together to pay his doctor bills. He
lived nt Denson a ghort time, In '76 he
enme to Strentor and staried a restauriant
with his brother, which he ran until last
April.  In the spring of 1850 he went to
(wlifornis for his health nccompanied by bis
wife. It was through some husiness trans
gaction that he hecame nv.lu-n]uhrul with
I'arks.  His brother John, who had em
barked in business at Benson, in the hope
that the ]r!ru'r‘ would some day be n thriving
leity, got into debt, and his sister Burbarn
applied to Peter Wenst for a loan of SH00

fDud not get it.  Applied to PPurks, nnd when

the note became due he pnii it and held a
mortgage on his brother’s praperly at Den-
son.  On the 4th day of June lust  Wenst
sturteld for Furope. His wife wanted to go
to Selby, Ohio, and on June 5 I"arks came to
Wenst's home and remained all night.  Both
Parks and Mrs, Weast oceupied the same
room thnt niulu. She lt“ll!‘l”y .-ll'['ll inaroom
down stairs with the chililren, the nired girl
up stairs, That night, however, she or-
dered the girl to sleep with the children
down staire.  The next dday at the depot
Parks met Mre, Weast but did not recognize
her. They took the same train for Chieago,
with the nurse girl and chilidren, and regis-
tered at the Sherman House. Mrs. Wenst
gent the ehildren and girl to the parlor, anid
the door of Mrs, Wenst's room was locked,
and both Parks and herself remained there
for some time,  The time of Sells Bros.” eir.
cus at Streator, some two weeks afterwards,
Parks was in Streator and stayed three
nights with Mrs. Weast in the upstaira bed
room, the door of which was locked. Dur-
ing the time of the Re.union Parks attended
the theatre with Mrs, Weast, Mr. Duncan
gnid that if he did not establish beyond any
question the fact that Parks was a whitened
sepulchre of crime, a criminal leper, a
poluter of homes and of woman's honor, he
nsked the jury that if might cost Deter
Wenst his neck. September 26 Parks wrote
a letter to F. C. Marsh signed “Emma™
which would he produced later on, Once
Weanst sniil to Parks: «Every time you come
to my house my wife acts so queer after
you are gone. [ wish that you would nat
come."”  When Parks wrote to Mrs, Weast
he sent two letlers. One was directed to
Mrs. Weast and simply said, 1 mailed a let
ter to.day to Miss Nellie; see that she gets
it’" The letter referred to—the second one
—was always addressed, ‘“Miss Nellie
Moyne.” One of the letters aldressed to
Mrs. Weast was opened by her husband who
went 1o the post office and said to the clerk:
“Have you a letter for Miss Nellie—1I forgot
the name?’’ The clerk at once said, “Is it
Nellie Moyne?"' “Yes,' said Weast, and by
that means he became possessed of the clue
to thisillicit eorrespondence bet ween her and
Parks. The next day afler getting this let
ter he telegraphed Parks to come to Strea-
tor, but Parks answered that it was impos-
gible. Mrs. Wenst in the meantime tele-
graphed Parks to come on and that she
would meet him at Reading, a few miles
from Streator. As the rest of Mr. Duncan'’s
opening statement will be lenrned from the
testimony of Mr, Newell, who accompanied
Parks to Reading where they were met hy
Mrs, Weast, it is not necessary to give it
here. Mr. Duncan had not finished his
statement at the noon hour, and at the open.
ing of court at 1:30 p. m. he again took the
floor and spoke for an hour, He took occa-
gion Lo state that on Sunday morning. the
day the zoromer's inquest was held, Dr.
Minor, who had charge of the ease, went
around the ecity to consult with other phy.
siciane as to a line of awearing which they
should purgue when ealled to testify before
that jury. He handled the Streator doctors
without gloves and declared that their
methods of surgery, ns evidenced by their
treatment of Parks was against all known
lnws of the science. Mr, Dunean’s opening
speech was replete with masterly invective
and scathing and eloquence, and wns atten-
tively listened (o hy u erowded court room
of spectators.  Mr, Mills, who was present,
snid that it was the finest opening statement
lie had ever heard,

L. M. NEWELL.
Abont i o'elock L. M. Newell, of Minonk,
wns enlled s the first witness and promptly
took the atnnd.
He stated that he was a lawger nnd was
now prosecuting attorney of Woodford coun-
ty, and a resident of Minonk for the past 20
years. Knew Parke and  Weast, Gut
aquainted with Weast some 15 years ago.
Kuew Packs 10 years—perhnps longer,  He
lived about a mile and a hialf from Benson
Was  grain and stock dealers. Have done
legal business for him, Saw him Oet. 1.
Parks telegraphed me to go to Keading with
him. Left Minonk with him about noon of
that day. When we got to Reading, looked
around the station to see if there was any-
ane there te meet us. Saw acarringe drive
around slowly, and remurked 10 Parks that
the person we desired to see was in it.
Coming up to the earriage Parks introduced
me to Mrs, Wenst,  Got in after a while, and
PParks took the lines and drove to Streator,
When we got there Mrs, Wenst directed him
to the Plumb House. After dinner Reeves,
Murdock und Weast came to the hotel, lo
the parlor Reeves proposed that we all go fo
his off e», Varks said he preferred to tran-
suot the business in the hotel, and had en-
gnged room 48. It was a large room, sepa-
rated by s double or folding door. I sat on
the lounge. Parks sat in one corner, Reeves
by the grate and Mrs. Wenst sat in another
corner of the roum. Weast sat in front of
the folding door. 1 told Reeves we were
there about the Benson property matler.
Parka said that he was willing to deed the
property uwrt.mfed to him to any one
Mrs. Weast should designate. There was a
moientary lull in the conversation after the
matter had been wettled, and Nr. Reeves
made the remark that there was another
matter to be settled, There were improper
relations exinting between Mrs. Weast and
Parke, aud if the latter could explain some
circumstances all would be well. Parks
said that he would wake &n explanation if
Weast would believe him, otherwise it would
be useless. Keeves insisted on standing up
and | requested that he take his seat, which
be did. Weast asked Parks if he was at his
house Wednesday, and what time he left the
house. Parks said about 9. Weast said he
did not believe it. Mrs. Weast made the re
mark, ©l told him better than that,” snd
said, You stayed until 11" Weast asked
him if he went upstairs. Parks denied go-
ing up. Weusl aprang to his feet and drew
a revolver, and we all jumpedup. Murdock
snd Reeves got hold of Weast. | heard him
say, **I'll shoot the son of & ——!"" when the
abut was fired. Told Parke to run. He

in the case us wignesses, A half an hour

and of sound judgment, and not be lead off

sfter the opening of court, presided over by

tovk his position before the jury to outline
the case for the defense. He spoke in bis

vpened the dotr snd iarted to the right and

Pete to the left in the corridor, Called for
the police, Murdock came down the other

gtairway ; asked him where Parks was,
Was told that he was shot, I rushed up
and foumd DParks lying on his back

in & comatose condition,  While in the cor-
ridor 1 heard the sccond peport of a pistol.
Parks hid no weapon to wy knowledge. The
blood had gpurted on the floor and wall of
the corridor and room in n few places, Go-
ing out of the room I picked up a bullet ly-
ing on the carpet, snd also found the mark
of n bullet by the door, 1 found another
hullet under the lounge. (The bullets were
here produced by the witness)) Found the
mark of n bullet on the back of the lounge.
Met Weast in the hollway and asked him
what he did that for—thought you were
making nn attempt on me ay well as Parks,
He said he had none but the most friendly
feelings for me. The shooting took place
about 4 o'clock p. M. of Oct. 9 Murdook,
Reeves, Wenst nnd myself met inthe parlor
at U o'clock that evening. Reeves talked
concerning the matter and asked me to
go to l'arks in regard to the case and en-
deavor to have the prosecution stopped,
Wenst said that he was now satistied that no
improper relations existed between Parks
and his wife. Mr, Parks said that it was a
serious ease, and that he did not feel like
having the matter settled ; he wus not well,
but would talk the matter over in the morn-
ing. Saw him uext day and Le thought the
mutter should be fully investigated,  On the

| eross-exnmination by Bull witness stated that

it was Mrs. Weast they expected (o moeet at
Heading. Parks told me so. When we went
there [ understood that my presence was not
desired nnd withdrew to one side while they
(Parks and Mra. Weast) conversed anbout 15
minntes, Got in the rig, o single seated one-
horse buggy. The conversation was princi-
pally nbout the letter,  After an hour and a
half in the box, the first witness was told to
step aside.

Newell, heing recalled by the defense, sta
ted thut Mrs. Weast said coming up in the
buggy, 1" think Pete has got that letter,”
Moloney asked, What was sail about Huannah
Johnson? Mra, Weast talked a good deal
about @ girl she called Hannab. Bull here
objected, and was ustained by the court,

WALTER REEVES,

The ahove witness took the stand at 4:30.
He stated that he had been a resident of
Streator for the past 10 years. Went with
Weast in company with Mr. Murdock to the
Mumb House Feb, 9, about 2 in the after-
noon. Met Mrs, Wenst ut the entrance, She
suid, “Peter, you had better get all the law-
yers in town.”  Was introduced to Newell
by P'arks at the time. Mrs. Weast asked if
there was no room in which they could meet
and consult. Offered them the use of my
office. Subsequently went up to room 43 in
the P'lumb House, After we entered the
room think | remarked, *Well, what are we
here for?"' addressing inquiry to Mr. Newell.
Mr. Newell said they were present in answer
to & telegram from Weast, and were ready to
hear what was wanted, 1 said that there
wnd & business matter between Wenst and
Parks, and that Wenst was on his way to
Benson when he was called back, The mat-
ter concerning the deeding of the property
was then spoken of. Newell then stated that
there wis something else, and called atten-
tion to the jealousy of Weast ngninst Parks.
I stated that Mr, Murdock and myself haa
nothing to say on that subject, Newell said
that they had nothing (o say except to enter
a general denial of the matter. Murdock,
Wenst and myself retired for a few minutes
conversation. Came back, and I stated that
there was acertain matter which it Mr. Parks
could satisfactorily explain a seitlement
would be had, Weast had ssked Parkssome
time before if he had been to see the family
lately. Parks said that he had not, but said
it in such o mauner that Weast felt there was
something wrong, The next day he had asked
Mrs. Weast if Parks had been there; Mrs.
Weast repiied that he had, Parks then said
that there was no use in his making a state-
ment unless Weanst helieved him. ‘l'o which
Wenst replied that he would if the truth was
given. Darks said, “When I met you on the
train 1 did pot want Lo say anything to excite
your jenlousy.” (Here Mr. Reeves deseribed
the positions of the occupunts of the room.)
Weast arose, and 1 said, ©8it down, ete.”
Me dilso. He had his hat in his hand. e
asked Parks what time he was at his house,
and was answered that it was about 8 o'clock |
or therenbouts, Weast asked him how long
he stayed, and was told until nine or half
past. +Didn’t you siay longer?’ P'arks
said’ “Well, I don’t know; 1 have been al-
ways kindly treated at your house aud have
always been asked to remain for meals,"”
Wenst then in a loud tone of voice said,
“Weren't you up stairs with her? You have
tnken advantage of my wife,” and pulled
out bis revolver, [esughe bim by the wrist
Murdock also caught him, and we command-
ed him to put up the revolver. Westruggled
with him and pushed him back to the double
door. All this time he was struggling and
muttering “He took ndvantage of my wife !
In the course of the struggle he held the re-
volver in his right hand, which was raised
ghove his head, Cannot tell exuetly how the
shot was fired. After which we let him go
In the hallway [ vaw Weast, and he raised
his nrm as though to shoot n second time
when he siw Parks.  Murdock and I then
went to him and pushed lim into a room,
where we disarmed him.  Murdock went to
where Parks was lying and torned him over.
e was in & fuinting condition. A few mo-
ments later other parties came in, sud we
picked up the wounded mun and brought
him to a winduw for air.  Looking out I saw
Dr. Minor and called him ; he came.  Purks
raised himself up and told us to put the crowd
out of the room. There was blood on the
wall outside the room and on the carpet.
(Judge Blanchard here snid that the mem-
bers of the jury called for reading matter,
and ordered the sheriff to he very careful
not to furnish them any of the local papers.
He suid that one of the jurors manifested a
Jesire to rewd the President’'s Messnge, and
no doubt was furnished it.) On the re
direct examination Mr. Reeves stated that he
saw Weast in various parts of the house that
evening; saw Weast and his wifeand Newell
and Murdock in the parlor that evening.
They were there when 1 left. Went to the
office of the justice of the pence before guing
home. *Did any one of the party in the
parlor send u message (o Parks that night?
(Bull ohjected to the question, but the court
overruled him ) Did not know of any such
message. Yes, Peter Weast went to Parks
room that evening about 10 o"¢lock, Weast
left the parlor and I told him not to go away.
He was gone some time. 1 went fo Parks
roem, pushed the door open slightly and :aw
Weast there. Hy Duncan: **You know that
Weast had been sent for on three or four oe-
casions?”* 1 only know what was told me."
About 8 0'clock went to Weast's bouse ; found
that he was st the Streator House. Went
(here with Newell. Was then informed that
Parks had sent a message to Weast. Saw
Weast and his wife, and they said Parks de-
sired more time as to what he was going to
do about the prosecution, There were various
messages passing between them as to whether
the prosecution would go om or not. Newell
was present as Parks’ attorney. Told .\‘“;ll

Parks and get & definite answer. H#
?e:: and nturni':g told me that his client
was not feeling well enough to talk on the

| gation, clennsed the wound,

let me know as to what would be dene. Told
Newell that there was more in the matter
than he was aware of,

Fourth Day,
The concluding portion of Mr. Reeves'
testimony, ns given above, oocupied part of
the forenvon of Thursday, The court room
wus again densely packed, especinlly in the
afternoon, when there were fully 100 per-
sony inside the inclosure. Wednesday
Weast's little girl, tne mascot of the great
murder trisl, was present with her nurse,
She ran about from seat to sest and was
eyed by the curous spectators, She hung
around her futher's chair most of the time,
climbing into his Inp, playing with higf
heavy gold chain, or, taking his pencil,
would mark up papers lying on the desk,
Her petite and preuy childish face, with it
bright Llaek eyes, was now turned towards
the judge, anon at the jury who held the
life of her father in their hands, but she did
not understand, and it is to be hoped that
she never will,
I. U IRONE.

Have lived at Benson for the past 8 years.
Was in Strestor Sunday, October 11, Saw
Weast that evening. John Wenst wag with
me. (O going out the entrance to the
PMlumb House saw him standing near by.
Asked him why he shot Parks, and was he
drunk or crazy when he did it, He said
that if he hud mken a second thought he|
would not have done it for all the worldf
On the c¢ross.examination by Duncan he
stated that he worked for Parks since Dee.
14, 1854, In answer to the question as t
whether or not he was aequainted with
P'arks’ handwriting the witness evidently
“smelt 8 mice’ and would not permit him-
self to swear positively, although he h
seen "arks’ handwriting very frequently,
he ndmitted. He was disposed of in shor
metre,

Ui, MINOR,

The most important witness for the pros
cution, Dr, Minor, was now ealled. The
tauking of his testimony occupied the atten
tion of the court from 10:30 unul 2:30. I
may be well to pretace this expert evideno
by stating that it knocked the rejorter
completely out of time, and only at disjuint
el intervals could they -‘catch on.” They
however, looked wise and pretended to be
taking it all down, It is not to be wondere:
ut, however, that they were lost in a laby
rinthinn maze of medical terms fired from
Duncan's battery, which evennonplussed Dr.
Minor an‘l esuged Dr.Chalafant to capitulatel
unconditionally.  Dr. Minor took the stand
snd droppe | into his seat gracefully, show
ing his white teeth, which he is fond of dis
playing. Said his name was E. G. Minor,
Lived in Streator 11 years. Cswme there
from Eurcks, 11l. Am s physician and su
geom.  fraduated at the University o
Michignn, June 28, 1883, where he studie
three years, and under Dr. Finley two years.
Was sssisiant demonstrator of anstomy Lwo
years in the Michigan University. \Was
called wpon to sttend Parks. Found
wound a little below the middle of the mid
ile thread. 7The ball entered the thig
from the inside. HRemnined with him sl
night. Weast came there about 9 o'cloe
that evening. He stayed about fifteen min
utes. My Duncan: Saw Weast two or three
times that night, Parks died from the ef.
fects of a gun shot wound. Was the first
physician called. Was not the physician i
real charge. Dra. Smith, Head, Slope
Boner anid Chalfand claimed the responsibil.
ity with me and were equally respousible
They selected me to perforn the operation
Parks suid that if there was any cutting t
be done that [ should do it. There has been
no controversy to my face regsrding the
treatment of the case, At the amputation
Drs. Smith, Bonur, Chalafant and Taylo
were present. D'repared no questions to be
submitted to other doctors regarding the
line of testimony to be sworn to before the
coromer's inguest. May have told Dr
Bomer, anil told him that Dr. Chalfant wanted
to see hin, but did not know of any arrang
ment as to what was to be sworn. Operate
on Parks Oct, 18, There was but very lit
tle bleeding. Don't know whether it was
vein or artery I lignted, Made the ligatio

in the middle of the bullet wound. There
were other vessels injured by the bullet along
with the femoral sriery. (Here arecess o
five minutes was taken) After the first li
Made anothe
aperation nine days after. At the time o
the first ligation made no attempt to ligate
the injured vessel, The second opeiatio
wag & continuation of the first, cutting up
wards, Drs, Smith and Bonar did not ss
that the vessel ligated was a vein, and nof
an artery. Dr. Smith, at the same ligation
placed his finger on the vessel and said i
was the femoral artery, and that there was
pulsation. After the operation 1 expressed
w doubt that 1 had ligated the femoral ar
tery. Don't know whether 1 tied 4 vein o
an artery. Will not swear positively wheth
er | tied the femorsl vein or the femors
artery. On the oceasion of the second oper
ation 1 told Dr. Bonar that I was afraid th
cent gut ligsture had slipped. Performed th
third operation Oct, 24, Will not swen
that the vessel | ligated at the third opers
tivn wis the same as that ligated at the see
oml, The patient wis placed under th
influs nee of anwsthetics at each operation
Mad some experience in surgery gince
came to Streator.  Practised on cadavers a
the University. The redirect exsminatio
of the witness was continued in the after
noon, State's Attorney Moloney twking Dr
Minorin tow. Wis called to sttend Parkd
Oct. U, The wound was not bleeding
Probed the wound with my finger. Ther
wad no hemorhnge. The limb was gwollern
(o duuble its size. Treated the wound wit
un applieation of cold water. Dr. Chalafan
and Dr, Smith were present at both exami
nations. There was in attendance & physi
cian with Parks all the time. (Dr. blimls
had the anstumy of the leg st his tongue
end, but when Duncan adroitly led him o
into the region of the liver, and questioney
his witness closely, the doctor squirmel
under the attorney s sealpel, ay he plied i
right and left. The result of Duncan's cro
exnmination on the subject was that I»
Minor did not know the difference betwee
the hepatic snd portal veins of the liv
liere the witness gave @ history of the pas
operations, stating that there was no hemo!
hage until after nine days. He went alon
answering sell pmpound_ed questions unt
Bull took the fioor and objected. Mayo
plied. Bull ialked back. The court too
s hand in. Duncan had his say, snd afte
some time quiet was again restored.) The
was no objection to my treatment o'f the p
tient escept that one of the attending ph
sicians wanted warm water trestment
wanted cold water used. Ligsted the secon
time about three weeks after the first,
at the third operstion a short dis
above that of the second. Did not reduce
writing any questions concerning the msatt
and did not request any doctor to agree s
testimony to be given before the corone
jury. The witness was here asked by Du
ean if be had talked to the prusecuting
torney during the dinner hour, and answe
that he had. Said Doncan: ** Did you
state 1o the jury, time and agsin, during
course of your examination, that you
ihe ligations in the center of the bul

subject, but chat on the vext dsy he would

wound?’ After much hesitation aad




